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Creating the 21st Century 
National Laboratory 
The Department of Energy’s national laboratory 
system was created in the wake of the Manhattan 
Project to create institutions that would steward 
advanced science and technology in the national 
interest. Today this comprises a system of 17 na-
tional laboratories that range from single-pur-
pose science and applied energy laboratories to 
multi-purpose science and national security la-
boratories. Together these institutions are a criti-
cal element of U.S. leadership in S&T and an es-
sential bridge between academia and industry. 
This talk will draw on examples from LLNL to high-
light how we are working today to shape the en-
vironment and culture at the labs to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century, from energy and 
climate to emerging and disruptive technology to 
national security. 
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