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The prospect of near-term fusion electricity opens 
new doors for university-based plasma physics re-
search. Even after the grand societal challenge of 
putting fusion on the grid is achieved, research ad-
dressing grand intellectual challenges in plasma 
transport will remain vibrant. University groups will 
engage with sponsors and collaborators including 
not only governments and national labs around the 
world, but also private companies and utilities.  In 
this talk I present side-by-side examples of recent 
research results on turbulence and transport meas-
urements, as well as predictive simulation and 
modeling, carried out by researchers at MIT in sup-
port of both the nascent fusion industry and the es-
tablished fission industry. I will share my perspec-
tive, as an academic department head, on the fu-
ture of fusion research in universities as we move 
through and beyond the era of burning plasmas. 
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